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Africa is home to some of the world's fastest-growing economies and is undergoing a profound transforma�on driven by industrializa�on, 
digitaliza�on, infrastructure development, demographic growth, and regional economic integra�on. The implementa�on of the African 
Con�nental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is crea�ng a single con�nental market, reducing barriers to trade, and strengthening regional value 
chains. At the heart of this integra�on process are the Regional Economic Communi�es (RECs), recognized by the African Union as the 
founda�on of Africa's economic architecture. These RECs promote regional trade, investment, customs coopera�on, infrastructure 
connec�vity, industrial development, and policy harmoniza�on among their member states.
For Indian businesses, engaging with Africa through its Regional Economic Communi�es offers access to larger integrated markets, 
streamlined trade frameworks, diversified supply chains, and opportuni�es for long-term partnerships.

Against this backdrop, the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) proposes to organize the 4th Annual Interna�onal 
Conference & Exhibi�on on Africa: A Land of Opportuni�es as its flagship India–Africa business event in December 2026. The Conference 
will adopt a unique region-focused format, with dedicated sessions on each of Africa's major Regional Economic Communi�es, enabling 
par�cipants to understand the economic landscape, investment climate, priority sectors, and business opportuni�es across the 
con�nent.

BACKGROUND

The Conference aims to:
• Promote India's economic engagement with Africa through its Regional Economic 

Communi�es.
• Showcase trade, investment, and industrial opportuni�es across Africa's regional 

markets.
• Facilitate direct interac�on between Indian businesses and African governments, 

RECs, investment promo�on agencies, and private sector stakeholders.
• Promote partnerships in manufacturing, healthcare, pharmaceu�cals, 

agriculture, food processing, renewable energy, mining, ICT, infrastructure, 
logis�cs, educa�on, and financial services.

• Facilitate B2B, B2G, and G2G engagements.
• Strengthen ins�tu�onal partnerships between PHDCCI and African regional 

organiza�ons.

OBJECTIVES

Inaugural Session
India–Africa Partnership: Building New Economic Corridors through Regional Integra�on

The inaugural session will establish the strategic vision for India's evolving economic partnership with Africa by highligh�ng opportuni�es 
created through regional integra�on, cross-border infrastructure, industrial corridors, logis�cs connec�vity, digital transforma�on, and 
sustainable development. The discussion will focus on strengthening resilient supply chains, promo�ng value-added manufacturing, 
enhancing investment coopera�on, suppor�ng MSMEs, and facilita�ng greater private sector par�cipa�on across Africa's regional 
markets. The session will also set the tone for the conference's REC-focused discussions by emphasizing how India's engagement can 
complement Africa's regional integra�on agenda while crea�ng inclusive and sustainable economic growth for both regions.

PROPOSED PROGRAMME

DAY 1

Session I  : EAST AFRICA
Regional Focus :East African Community (EAC) & Intergovernmental Authority on 

Development (IGAD)
Countries : Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Djibou�, 

Somalia, Eritrea

East Africa is one of Africa's fastest-growing regions, offering strong opportuni�es in 
agriculture, healthcare, manufacturing, infrastructure, renewable energy, logis�cs, tourism, 
and the digital economy. Regional integra�on through the East African Community (EAC) and 
the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) is enhancing trade, connec�vity, and 
investment across the region. This session will explore opportuni�es to strengthen India–East 
Africa economic coopera�on through trade, investment, technology partnerships, industrial 
collabora�on, and sustainable development. Discussions will highlight emerging sectors, 
regional value chains, and strategies for expanding business engagement across East Africa.

India–Africa Partnership: Building New Economic Corridors through Regional Integra�on

Se�ng the strategic roadmap for an evolving economic alliance, this session launches a new era of cross-border infrastructure, digital 
transforma�on, and sustainable growth.

EAST AFRICA 
East Africa, tapping into one of the con�nent’s fastest-growing markets as the EAC and IGAD 
ac�vely drive enhanced trade, connec�vity, and investment, powered by strategic technology, 
advanced manufacturing, and green energy partnerships.

Regional Focus : East African Community (EAC) & Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD)

Focus  : Trade & Investment • Agriculture • Healthcare • Manufacturing • 
Infrastructure • Renewable Energy • Logis�cs • Digital Economy

PROPOSED PROGRAMME
DAY 1

INAUGURAL SESSION

Session I

Session II
SOUTHERN AFRICA
Southern Africa, unlocking a resource-rich and industrially advanced region with immense 
poten�al, as SADC drives deeper economic integra�on, cross-border trade, and regional value 
chains, crea�ng new avenues for growth through advanced technology transfer and 
interna�onal partnerships.

Regional Focus : Southern African Development Community (SADC)
Focus  : Cri�cal Minerals • Mining • Manufacturing • Renewable Energy • 

Automo�ve • Agriculture • Infrastructure • Regional Value Chains

EAST AFRICA 
East Africa, tapping into one of the con�nent’s fastest-growing markets as the EAC and IGAD 
ac�vely drive enhanced trade, connec�vity, and investment, powered by strategic technology, 
advanced manufacturing, and green energy partnerships.

Regional Focus : East African Community (EAC) & Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD)

Focus  : Trade & Investment • Agriculture • Healthcare • Manufacturing • 
Infrastructure • Renewable Energy • Logis�cs • Digital Economy

Session I

Session II
SOUTHERN AFRICA
Southern Africa, unlocking a resource-rich and industrially advanced region with immense 
poten�al, as SADC drives deeper economic integra�on, cross-border trade, and regional value 
chains, crea�ng new avenues for growth through advanced technology transfer and 
interna�onal partnerships.

Regional Focus : Southern African Development Community (SADC)
Focus  : Cri�cal Minerals • Mining • Manufacturing • Renewable Energy • 

Automo�ve • Agriculture • Infrastructure • Regional Value Chains



Session II : SOUTHERN AFRICA
Regional Focus : Southern African Development Community (SADC)
Countries : South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, 

Angola, Malawi, Mauri�us, Seychelles, Lesotho, Eswa�ni, Madagascar,  
Comoros

Southern Africa is a resource-rich and industrially advanced region with strong poten�al in 
mining, cri�cal minerals, manufacturing, renewable energy, agriculture, automo�ve, logis�cs, 
and infrastructure. Led by the Southern African Development Community (SADC), the region is 
promo�ng deeper economic integra�on, cross-border trade, and regional value chains, 
crea�ng new opportuni�es for interna�onal partnerships. This session will examine 
opportuni�es to strengthen India–Southern Africa economic coopera�on through trade, 
investment, technology transfer, industrial collabora�on, and sustainable development. 
Discussions will focus on leveraging regional integra�on to enhance business partnerships, 
promote value addi�on, and unlock new avenues for growth across Southern Africa.

Session III : CENTRAL AFRICA
Regional Focus : Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS)
Countries : Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Chad, Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinea, 

São Tomé & Príncipe, Democra�c Republic of Congo, Burundi, Rwanda

Central Africa is endowed with abundant natural resources, vast forest reserves, cri�cal minerals, 
and growing opportuni�es in mining, energy, agriculture, infrastructure, manufacturing, and 
healthcare. Through the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), the region is 
advancing economic integra�on, trade facilita�on, and regional connec�vity to foster sustainable 
growth. This session will explore opportuni�es to deepen India–Central Africa economic 
coopera�on through trade, investment, industrial partnerships, technology transfer, and capacity 
building. It will also highlight emerging sectors, regional value chains, and strategies for expanding 
business engagement across Central Africa.

DAY 2

Session IV : WEST AFRICA
Regional Focus : Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) 
Countries : Nigeria, Ghana, Côte d'Ivoire, Senegal, Mauritania, Benin, Togo, Guinea, 

Sierra Leone, Liberia, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Cabo Verde

West Africa is one of Africa's largest and fastest-growing markets, offering significant 
opportuni�es in agriculture, food processing, energy, manufacturing, healthcare, ICT, 
infrastructure, financial services, and consumer industries. Led by the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS), the region is driving economic integra�on, trade liberaliza�on, 
and cross-border connec�vity to strengthen regional value chains. This session will examine 
opportuni�es to expand India–West Africa trade and investment through strategic 
partnerships, technology collabora�on, industrial development, and sustainable business 
engagement. Discussions will focus on leveraging regional integra�on to unlock new 
opportuni�es for businesses across the ECOWAS region.

Session V : NORTH AFRICA
Regional Focus : Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) 
Countries : Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Sudan, Egypt

North Africa serves as a strategic gateway connec�ng Africa, Europe, and the Middle East, offering 
significant opportuni�es in manufacturing, renewable energy, automo�ve, agriculture, logis�cs, 
healthcare, tourism, and digital industries. The Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) provides a framework for 
enhancing regional economic coopera�on and cross-border trade among its member countries. This 
session will explore opportuni�es to deepen India–North Africa trade and investment through 
industrial partnerships, technology collabora�on, infrastructure development, and sustainable 
economic growth. Discussions will also focus on leveraging the region's strategic loca�on to 
strengthen supply chains and expand business engagement across North Africa.



Session VI : REGIONAL TRADE AND MARKET INTEGRATION
Regional Focus: 
• Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)
• African Con�nental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)

Regional economic integra�on is transforming Africa into one of the world's largest unified 
markets, crea�ng new opportuni�es for trade, investment, manufacturing, and regional 
value chains. COMESA and the AfCFTA are reducing trade barriers, improving market 
access, and fostering cross-border connec�vity, making Africa an increasingly a�rac�ve 
des�na�on for global businesses. This session will explore how Indian businesses can 
leverage these regional trade frameworks to expand exports, establish manufacturing and 
distribu�on hubs, strengthen supply chains, and build long-term partnerships across Africa. 
Discussions will focus on trade facilita�on, investment opportuni�es, regional value chains, 
and strategies for maximizing the benefits of Africa's integrated market.

PHDCCI has been working as a catalyst for the promo�on of Indian industry, trade and 
entrepreneurship for the past 121 years. It is a forward looking, proac�ve and dynamic PAN-
India apex organiza�on. As a partner in progress with industry and government, PHDCCI 
works at the grass roots level with strong na�onal and interna�onal linkages for propelling 
progress, harmony and integrated development of the Indian economy.

PHDCCI, ac�ng as the “Voice of Industry & Trade” reaching out to more than 1,50,000 large, 
medium and small industries, has forged ahead leveraging its legacy with the industry 
knowledge across mul�ple sectors to take Indian Economy to the next level.

At the global level, we have been working with the Embassies and High Commissions in India 
and overseas to bring in the Interna�onal Best Prac�ces and Business Opportuni�es.

ABOUT PHDCCI

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION
FOCUS AREAS

• Healthcare & Pharma
• Medical Tourism 
• Agriculture & Agri-Tech
• Renewable Energy
• Mining
• Infrastructure

• Digital Technologies
• Financial Ins�tu�ons
• Logis�cs Companies
• Tourism Boards
• MSMEs and Start-ups 

*above rates are excluding of 18% GST
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EXHIBIT WITH US!

Ms. Priyamvada Singh, Deputy Secretary, PHDCCI
Email: priyamvada.singh@phdcci.in  |  Mob: +91-7303358031 

For More Information Please Contact:
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